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Expression vector contg. dicistronic unit encoding foreign protein and 
fusion protein comprising selection and amplification markers - provides 
high yields of pure foreign protein e.g. blood coagulation factors 
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Abstract (Basic) : EP 711835 A 

Expression plasmid contg. a dicistronic transcription and 
translation unit including a sequence for a foreign protein (A) and a 
sequence for a fusion protein (B) , consisting of at least one selection 
marker (SM) and at least one amplification marker (AM) , is new. Also 
new are: (1) (B) consisting of highly amplified AM and SM; (3) 
transfected eukaryotic cells contg. any of the new plasmids; (4) (A) 
produced by such cells; and (5) use of SK-HEP-1 cells as expression 
vehicles for prothrombin, factor VIII (or its dB928 mutant) , factor IX, 
protein C, von Willebrand factor and/or serum albumin. 

ADVANTAGE - These plasmids provide (A) in high yield and purity, 
with partic . high content of active protein, even where this requires 
post- translation modification for activity. They ensure a very high 
ratio of expressing clones to total clones and surprisingly high 
initial expression of (A) . 
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